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International Mother Language Day
Raja Bhattacharyya (Teacher, Basunagar High School)

Our Mothers give us birth after
enduring a terific pain for a period of 9
MONTHS —if not more.

The question is what is the cause that
makes them feel to give birth to a child.

The reason is that they want to see their
new born as some one who can and will
be able to earn them name and fame
through their service.

Now, the best service of mankind is
the service to the cause of HUMANITY.

How can one develop best moral and
human rationale?

It needs a mode and that mode
necessitates a medium of commu-
nication, alanguage to be more precise.

Which Language you are adeptin?

The answer is Mother’s Language.
The reason is that you have the maximum
exposure to this language. You speak in
this language from your birth. That’s
why, it is said that if any Language can
fetch you maximum returns —itis one and
only one - your Mother’s Language.

An example would make the situation
explicit — The Japanese could progress
tremendously for their adoption and
culture of Mother’s Language.

There are 46 basic characters in the
Japanese alphabet and additional
characters / sounds that can be made
from the basic 46. Kanji’'s (a system of
Japanese writing) includes over 50,000
different characters, however, we only
need to know about 2,000 of them to be
considered fluent. We also only need to
know about 5,000 Japanese vocabulary
words to be considered fluent as well.

Despite this Japanese is the oficial
language in Japan.

Look Japan stand’s around 16th in
the overall prosperity index rankings
though the vocabulary demands special
dedication for its assimilation.

Such advancement is possible for
Japan due to one and only one use of

their Mother’'s Language in any work
including official work.

If one pays sincere regards to his/her
Mother’s Language | claim that success
would hunt you and you need not move to
attain success.

Another very very essential aspect is that
your Mother’s Language prompts you to
devote your career for the Land in which
your Mother is born. This is because your
Mother is indebted to her birth place.

So there is a need to adopt and foster
Mother’s Language.

There is a proverb “Necessity is the
Mother of Invention”. So, Let me salute
the Bangladeshi Activists Abdus Salam,
Abul Barkat, Rafiq Uddin Ahmed, Abdul
Jabbar and Shafiur Rahman who became
Martyrs and many others injured for the
cause of their mother tongue.

Itall happened on 21st February 1952
when police opened fire onrallies.

This was a rare incident in history,
where people sacrificed their lives for
their mother tongue.

Since them, Bangladeshis honour
and celebrate this day as one of their
tragic days.

They visit the Saheed Minar a
monument built in memory of the martyrs
and its replicas to express their deep
sorrow respect and gratitude to them.
21st February is an allotted holiday — a
national holiday in Bangladesh. The
resolution was suggested by Rafiqul
Islam and Abdus Samal, Bangalies living
in Vancouver, Canada. They wrote a letter
to Kofi Annan on 9 January 1998 asking
him to take a step for saving the World’s
languages from extinction by declaring an
International Mother Language Day.
Rafiq proposed the date as 21 February
to Commemorate the 1952 Kkillings in
Dhaka during the Language Movement.

As is said “Languages are the most
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powerful instruments of preserving and
developing our tangible and intangible
heritage.” All moves to promote the
dissemination of mother tongues will
serve not only to encourage linguistic
diversity and multilingual education but
also to develop fuller awareness of
linguistic and cultural traditions
throughout the world and to inspire
solidarity based on (i) understanding
(i) tolerance and (iii) dialogue.

Rafiqul Islam’s proposal was
introduced in the Bangladeshi parlia-
ment and in due course (at the behest of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina) a formal
proposal was submitted to UNESCO by
the Government of Bangladesh. The
process of regulating and giving an
assent to the proposal through
UNESCO’s body / forum was under-
taken by Syed Mudzzem ali, then
Bangladesh ambassador France and

Permanent Representative to UNESCO
and Tozammel Tony Hug, his
predecessor, who was then a Special
Adviser to UNESCO Secretary General
Federics Mayor.

Finally, on 17 November 1999, the
30th General Assembly of UNESCO
unanimously resolved that “21st
February be proclaimed International
Mother Language Day throughout the
world to commemorate the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives on this very day in
1952

To sum up, we may say that
celebration of International Mother
Language Day is an attempt to make
21st February every year the most
memorable day to honour the Martys
of Bangladesh as mentioned earlier
and at the same time to presence
and propagate the MULTILINGUAL,
MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF OURS.
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